Merkel cell carcinoma. Report of a case with an atypical location and presentation.
Merkel cell tumour is a rare skin tumour of high malignancy, poor prognosis and low survival. It is characterized by its tendency to lymph node and vascular invasion and by a high percentage of locoregional recurrence in the year following surgical removal. It affects adults between 60 and 80 years of age and often occurs in the head and neck. We present the case of an 85-year-old man presenting with an ulcerated gluteal mass of 4 months' evolution. Diagnosis was by histopathological and immunohistochemical study. Early diagnosis and appropriate treatment are important to improve the prognosis of these patients.